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DURATION: Weeks 4-10 

 

 

WORLD POPULATION 

Population refers to the number of people living in an area at a particular period of time. The 

population of the world is increasing rapidly from year to year as a result of many factors like 

improved medical care, etc. this has also led to high growth rate of the population percentage. 

 Asia is the most populous continent in the world, followed by Europe, Africa, North 

America, South America and Australia in terms of continents. 

 In terms of countries, China has the highest population in the world, followed by India, 

United states, Indonesia, etc. then, in Africa, Nigeria is the most populous Country. 

POPULATION CONCEPTS 

a. Over Population:  This is a situation where a country has more people than its physical 

and human resources can support with adequate living standards. It also means a 

situation where the population exceeds the available resources of the country. 

b. Under Population: This is a population which is less than the available resources of a 

country. 

c. Optimum Population: This is a population which is neither too small nor too large, 

but which when combined with the available resources and given the level of existing 

technology secures maximum returns per head. 

d. Population Density: This refers to the number of persons per square Kilometre of land. 

Population density = 
𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑃𝑜𝑝𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛

𝐿𝑎𝑛𝑑 𝐴𝑟𝑒𝑎
 

Total Population = Population density × Land area 

Land area = 
𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑃𝑜𝑝𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛

𝑃𝑜𝑝𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑦
 

e. Birth Rate:  Birth rate or natality refers to the rate which children are being given birth 

to in that country. 

How Birth Rate can be increased: 

i. Encouragement of early marriages 

ii. Legislation against abortion 

iii. Encouragement of polygamy 

iv. Absence of family planning 

v. Reduction in school entering and leaving ages 

vi. Provision of benefits for single parents. 

vii. Government incentive like free medical care, education, child welfare benefits 

f. Death Rate: Death rate or mortality refers to the rate at which people die in a country. 

Advantages of over Population 

i. High population provides large labour force for the industries 

ii. It is a source of large market for the goods produced by the industries. 

iii. Effective planning: Large population concentration in an area creates a need for 

effective planning so that the town can function properly. 

iv. Quick information dissemination because people stay everywhere thereby making 

it very easy for information to go round quickly. 

v. Togetherness – High population bring many people together and this can promote 

unity among the diverse people in the country. 

vi. Defence such as army is organised easily in areas of high population. 
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Disadvantages of over population 

i. Inadequate housing: High population leads to poor accommodation as the available 

houses may not be enough for the high population. 

ii. Traffic congestion: High population leads to traffic congestion in some areas 

especially in the morning and evening, and during festive season. 

iii. Environmental pollution: Poor housing pressure on natural resources and social 

facilities also lead to environmental pollution. 

iv. Pressure on natural resources: Fertile farmlands become over exploited due to high 

population growth in an area. 

v. Insufficient food: High influx of people into an area causes insufficient food for its 

high population thereby leading to food shortage more especially in developing 

countries 

vi. Increase in crime wave: High population densities are usually associated with high 

crime rate such as hired assassins, car snatching etc. 

vii. Unemployment/ under employment: High population areas do not have enough jobs 

for the ever-increasing number of people. 

viii. Pressure on social amenities: The high influx of people into an area usually over 

stress social amenities like pipe borne water and electricity. 

ix. Inadequate health services: There are many cases of disease outbreak in areas of 

high population densities due to lack of adequate health services especially in 

developing countries. 

x. Development of slums and ghettos: The development of slums and ghettos are very 

high in areas of high population densities which are associated with poor standard 

of living. 

Advantaged of low population densities 

i. Adequate planning: Low population densities creates room for proper planning for 

decent living. 

ii. Low crime rate: Areas of low population densities is associated with reduced rate 

of car snatching and armed robbery. 

iii. Abundant resources: There will be abundance of resources in areas where there are 

resources endowment. 

iv. Regular flow of traffic: In areas of low population, there is no traffic congestion. 

v. High standard of living: There are availability of goods and agricultural products 

which are cheap in area of low population concentration. 

vi. Low pressure on social amenities: There is low pressure on social amenities such 

as pipe borne water and electricity due to low population densities in the area. 

vii. High per capital income: This is achieved as a result of few labour for the industries 

Disadvantages of low population densities 

i. Low output: Due to low population, output from agriculture and industries are 

usually very small. 

ii. Wastage of output: Because of low populations output produced either from 

industries or agriculture may be wasted. 

iii. Inadequate market: There may be inadequate market for manufactured good due to 

low population concentration in an area. 

iv. Low revenue: The level of revenue may be low as a result of few number of people. 
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v. Low level of development: Due to scanty or low population density development 

may be difficult. 

vi. Deterioration of infrastructure: The infrastructure originally provided would begin 

to deteriorate owing to under- utilisation. 

vii. Under-utilisation of frastructure: Pipe-borne water and electricity are grossly under-

utilised  

viii. Inadequate labour force: Due to rural-urban migration, qualified and able bodied 

persons may not be available for industrial and agricultural development  

ix. Disincentive to government: Government does not always like investing in places 

of low population. 

x. Low defence: Defence may be difficult in cases of attack. 

 

Factors of Population Growth 

Factors of population growth in the word are classified into two-physical and Human factors. 

A. Physical Factors 

i. Climate: Areas with favourable climate attracts population e.g USA, China, Europe, 

etc. unlike areas of unfavourable climate which do not attract population e.g polar 

and desert regions 

ii. Relief: Lowlands, river valleys and low plateaux attract population e.g Nile delta, 

Indus, and Ganges delta (India) while high mountains and rugged hills do not attract 

population. 

iii. Availability of water: Area that have availability of water for both human and 

agricultural purpose does attract population e.g. Java, India, etc. 

iv. Soil: Fertile soil attracts population. E.g. India, China, and Java whereas infertile 

soils like those in desert and Polar Regions repel population. 

v. Presence of mineral resources: Presence of mineral resources like Iron, coal, 

petroleum, etc. attracts population  

B. Human Factors 

i. Immigration: The movement of people from other parts of the world into an area 

due to the availability of job opportunities in that area usually lead to high 

population densities e.g. immigration of people into USA and Europe. 

ii. Religious belief: Some religious belief such as Islamic religion belives in polygamy 

and early marriages, and these promotes high population concentration in such areas 

where it is practised. 

iii. Agriculture: Areas where agriculture is widely practised do attract population eg. 

India, Java and China 

iv. Industry: Concentration of industries in an area tends to attract people because of 

job opportunities eg. Ruhr (Germany) and Pittsburgh (USA). 

v. Transportation network: The presence of good transportation network in an area 

promotes mobility and facilitates migration to increase the population. 

vi. Improved social facilities: Area with modern and improved medical and social 

facilities attracts high population concentration 

Problems of Rapid Population Growth  

i. Rapid population growth is always accompanied by food shortages  

ii. It results to high mobility  

iii. There would be high birth rate which will leads to overcrowding. 

iv. The available housing will not be enough for the growing population 
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v. Because of social pressure, high rate of infant mortality is a certainty in a growing 

population. 

vi. Inadequate social amenities will not be able to accommodate the population 

vii. The pressure on the lean social services may lead to low life expectancy 

viii. It leads to too much pressure on facilities 

ix. It also leads to overcrowding. 

x. It breads vices like prostitution, kidnapping, armed robbery etc. 

xi. It also results to inflation. 

xii. Malnutrition and diseases. 

xiii. Inadequate transport facilities is a logical outgrowth of growing population 

xiv. Unemployment and under-employment. 

 

 

 

 

Reasons for Rapid Growth of world Population 

A. Improved Medical Care 

i. Good knowledge of the causes of infections and diseases and how to prevent them 

has led to increase in population  

ii. Improved medical care has promoted excess of births over deaths. 

iii. Better sanitation such as better water supply and proper waste disposal which helps 

to check outbreak and the spread of diseases has led to population increase 

iv. Availability of qualified medical personal and modern medical facilities has 

promoted population increase. 

v. Reduction in death rate has also led to increase in population. 

vi. Increase in the life span of many people is another reason for population increase 

B. Advanced Technology and industry  

i. Advanced technology has led to the development of new crop varieties and animal 

breads with early maturity and high yield.  

ii. Industries have helped in the processing of food into other usual forms or storage 

for future use. 

iii. Technology and industries have developed fertilizers to improve the fertility of the 

soil which subsequently promotes abundant food supply. 

iv. It has helped in the provision of more efficient farming equipment like ploughs, 

tractors, harvesters, etc. to increase food production. 

v. It has also led to the development of chemicals like insecticides, fungicides and 

pesticides to control pests and diseases. This promotes the growth of crops and 

animals, thereby making food abundantly available. 

vi. It has led to improvement in the standard of living which reduces death rate. 

vii. It has also led to the development of irrigation and drainage facilities thereby 

making farming possible all year round to boost food production. 

C. Others- In development countries, population increase is also caused by polygamy, lack 

of family planning, early marriages, illiteracy etc. 

Factors Responsible for the High Population Density in North-East of USA. 

i. Largest concentration of market in the world. 

ii. Favourable climate: The presence of cool temperate climate makes human 

habitation in these area very conducive together with adequate rainfall for 

agricultural activities. 

iii. Immigration 

iv. Accessibility 
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v. Historical factors  

vi. Industrialisation 

vii. Presence of mineral resources. 

 

Factors responsible for the High population density in India 

I. Seat of civilization for Hindus Religions 

II. Favourable monsoon climate brings heavy rainfall which promote the cultivation of 

rice, wheat, cotton. 

III. Rich fertile alluvial soil 

IV. Presence of minerals such as coal, tinore etc. 

V. Early marriage 

VI. Concentration of industries 

VII. Trade and commerce  

VIII. Lack of family planning 

IX. Good drainage  

X. Improved medical care 

XI. Efficient transport network. 

 

Factors Responsible for High Population Density in Java (Indonesia) 

i. Relief  

ii. Favourable climate 

iii. Fertile soils  

iv. Intensive agriculture 

v. Introduction of new crops 

vi. Presence of transportation network 

vii. Establishment of industries 

Factors Responsible for High Population Density in Japan 

i. Industrialisation  

ii. Immigration  

iii. Favourable climate resources  

iv. Accessibility 

v. Rich fertile soils 

vi. Improved medical facilities 

Advantages of High Population Densities in USA, INDIA, JAVA AND JAPAN 

i. Togetherness  

ii. Large labour  

iii. Effective planning  

iv. Large market 

v. Increase in revenue 

vi. Export of manpower 

vii. Quick information dissemination  

viii. Defence 

Disadvantages of High Population Densities in USA, INDIA, JAVA AND JAPAN 

i. Insufficient food  

ii. Traffic congestion 

iii. Pressure on natural resources 

iv. Increase in crime waves 

v. Environmental pollution  

vi. Inadequate housing  

vii. Pressure on soil amenities 
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viii. Inadequate health services  

ix. Unemployment / under employment  

x. Development of slums and ghettos. 

Factors Responsible for the low population density of the Amazon Basin of South 

America 

i. Home of primitive tribes 

ii. Unfavourable climate 

iii. Colonial territory 

iv. Lack of social amenities 

v. Lack of natural resources  

vi. Presence of thick tropical rainforest 

Migration 

Migration refers to the movement of people from one graphical area to another involving 

permanent or temporary settlement. 

 The region where people are leaving is called THE SOURCE REGION while the region 

where people are entering is called THE RECEIVING OR DESTINATION REGION. 

Types of Migration 

We have two major types of migration. These are; 

a. Emigration: this is the movement of people out of their own country 

b. Immigration: This is the movement of people into another country. 

The movement of people within a country is known as INTERNAL MIGRATION OR 

INTERNAL MOBILITY. 

The difference between the number of immigrants and emigrants is NET 

MIGRATION. 

FORMS OF MIGRATION 

a) Rural-urban Migration: This is the movement of people from rural (village) areas to 

urban areas like cities, and towns. 

b) Urban-rural migration: This is the movement of people from urban, cities or towns to 

rural or village areas 

c) Rural-Rural migration; This is the movement of people from one rural area or village 

to another. This type of movement often occurs in areas where the soil is fertile for 

agricultural purposes. 

d) Urban-Urban Migration: This is the movement of people from one town or city to 

another. 

e) International migration: This type of migration has to do with the movement of people 

from one country to another  

f) Seasonal migration: This the movement of people from one place to another at a 

particular season. 

Factors Responsible for migration 

a. Natural disasters 

b. Physical conditions 

c. Population pressure on land 

d. Insecurity 

e. Differences in economic opportunities  

f. Changes in status 

g. Differences in social amenities  

Reasons Behind Migration 

a. To live in a more suitable climate 

b. To escape from a religious, political or social situation in a country 

c. For the sake of differences in social amenities. 
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d. For the sake of insecurity  

e. For the sake of change and adventure 

f. To study or acquire skills 

g. To find jobs and hence improve their standard of living  

Merits of migration 

a. It reduces pressure on social amenities within one geographical region 

b. It helps to promote cultural integrity 

c. It ensures the flow of capital to the source region  

d. It boosts markets at receiving region 

e. It leads to the development of social amenities at the receiving region 

f. It helps to reduce pressure on limited agricultural lands at the sources region 

g. It supplies migrant labour at receiving region 

Demerits of migration 

a. Migration often breeds social vices such as crime, and armed robbery at the receiving 

region 

b. It brings decline in production 

c. It leads to unemployment at the receiving region 

d. It increases high cost of living at the receiving region. 

e. It leads to pressure on social amenities at receiving region 

f. It leads to migration of able –bodied men at the source region 

g. It leads to congestion in transportation and housing at the receiving region 

h. It leads to decline in production at the source region 

i. It also leads to cultural disintegration at the destination region 

Ways of solving world population problems 

a. Family planning or birth control measures 

b. Increasing food supply 

c. Discouraging early marriages. 

d. Encouragement of monogamy 

e. Limiting the size of towns 

f. Sex and mass education 

g. Provision of gainful employment for women 

h. Shifting immigration laws 

i. Legalization of abortion 

j. Encouragement of emigration. 

 

Settlements 

 

Settlement refers to a collection of buildings with people living in them. Or A settlement is a 

group of buildings with people living in them and who are engaged in economic, social, 

political and cultural activities in order to earn a living. It could be a village, town or a city 

containing communication network e.g roads, tracks, railways. 

 

Favourable conditions for siting a settlement 

a. Soil fertility: A place with fertile soil will support agricultural activities which will 

support the settlement growth. 

b. Good communication network: The presence of good roads, railway, airport, seaport 

will attract settlement of people in a place. 

c. Security / Defence: The area should be well protected against invading enemies. Ie. It 

must be an area that can provide shelter against foreign intrusion or invasion 
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d. Land for building: Availability of land encourages location of settlement, especially a 

lowland and well drained land for easy erection of buildings 

e. Adequate water supply: There must be adequate and dependable water supply for 

human use. 

Factors affecting the growth of settlement 

a. Fertile alluvial soil: Fertile soils attracts people for intensive agricultural activities, 

hence, the growth and development of such settlement 

b. Climate: Favourable d also encourage the growth and development of settlement while 

unfavourable climate like desert climate repel growth of settlement  

c. Accessibility: People are likely to settle in areas that are easily accessible by roads, 

rails, etc. and these tend to increase the growth of such settlements. 

d. Economic activities: people tend to settle in areas of high economics activities such as 

trading, marketing, farming, mining, distribution of goods and services so as to get jobs 

in such areas. 

e. Provision /presence of social amenities: Many people tend to settle in areas where there 

is availability of social amenities like electricity, pipe borne water, etc and these 

increase the growth of the settles. 

f. Administration or seat of Government: people settle in capital cities of states and 

countries as social amenities; all types of job opportunities and other facilities are 

provided in such areas. 

g. Relief: Lowland relief favours settlement of people unlike rugged relief and highlands 

which repel settlement of people. 

h. Absence of disaster: Absence of both natural and man-made disasters tends to attract 

people in a place thereby leading to the growth of such settlement. 

i. Presence of Educational institution: Areas where educational institutions are located 

attracts settlement of people. 

j. Mineral deposits: Presence of minerals in an area encourage the growth of settlement 

eg. Warri, Port-Harcourt, Jos (Tin) etc. 

k. Religious Factors: Areas of religious worship will attract the development of 

settlement. E.g Rome, Jerusalem, mecca, etc. 

 

Classification of settlement according to types 

Settlements are classified into two main types. These are as follows: 

A. Rural settlement: A rural settlement refers to a relatively small area with social 

homogenous people that know one another very well. 

 

Characteristics of rural settlement 

I. It is made up of people with the same cultural background and language. 

II. Members of the village know each other very well 

III. Its pattern could be nucleated, dispersed or linear 

IV. They are normally made up of few buildings with people ranging from one 

family to few hundreds  

V. They have few social amenities and the life style is simple and quite. 

VI. They are characterised by poor road network and high cost of transportation  

VII. They are involved in primary activities like hunting, lumbering, fishing and 

farming. 

Types of rural settlement 

We have three types of rural settlement. There are:  
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a. Homestead: This is a dispersed settlement and one family residence. Their houses are 

isolated and separated from one another by bushes or geographical barriers. It is 

normally made up of few people with little opportunity for social gathering. 

b. Hamlet: This settlement may be nucleated with many people living in them. It is made 

up of a number of homesteads 

c. Village: This is a large nucleated rural settlement formed from the combination of 

several hamlets. It contains several hundred or a thousand of people with limited 

services or few social amenities 

Functions of Rural Settlement 

I. Small scale shopping function: There is few commercial activities, mostly in petty 

trading, using their small shops and local markets. 

II. Agricultural function: Agricultural is usually the main occupation of rural dwellers. 

Here, cultivation of crops and rearing of animals form the main activities in rural areas 

leading to the production of abundant food. 

III. Lumbering function: Most rural areas with forest are engaged in lumbering activities 

IV. Fishing function: Rural settlement with rivers and lakes perform fishing function 

providing fish in commercial qualities 

V. Religious function: Rural areas with churches or mosques are involved in religious 

activities E.g. Elele in Rivers State, Umunya and Uke in Anambra state, Ibafor in Ogun 

state, etc. 

Problems Facing Rural Settlement 

a. Rural depopulation / Rural-Urban migration 

b. Inadequate social amenities  

c. Show rate of development e.g. banks, etc. are lacking 

d. Low agricultural production e.g. scarcity of fertilizers, pesticides, insecticides, scarcity 

of improved seedlings etc. 

e. Loss of farmed through weathering and erosion 

f. Inadequate infrastructure 

g. Loss of farm labour 

h. Poverty and low incomes 

i. Health problems and diseases  

j. Illiteracy and ignorance 

k. Cultural / Historic beliefs have hindered the acceptance of modern ways of living in 

rural communities. 

B. Urban Settlement: An urban settlement refers to a relatively large, densely populated 

settlement with socially heterogeneous people who do not know one another very well. 

The population could be five hundred thousand to several millions and above. 

Characteristics of Urban Settlements 

I. There is high rate of traffic congestion. 

II. They are centres of innovation and ideas 

III. Seats of government are located in urban centres 

IV. They usually have nucleated settlements 

V. They have people with different cultural background and different languages  

VI. Infrastructures such as schools, good road connectivity, telecommunications, etc is well 

developed. 

VII. They engage in secondary and tertiary activities, banking, insurance, manufacturing 

etc. 

VIII. They are made of many buildings with thousands of people living in them 

IX. They are usually compact in nature 

X. They exhibit impersonal or individualistic behaviour  
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XI. They are usually well built up areas 

XII. They have abundance of social amenities 

XIII. They are the problem of poor waste management 

 

Types of Urban Settlement 

a. Town: A town has several thousands of people 

Characteristics of a town 

I. Population is above ten thousand 

II. Performs many functions 

III. It has local government of its own. 

IV. It has many infrastructural facilities. 

b. City: This is a large town with greater number of people than town. 

Characteristics of city  

I. It is large than a town.  

II. It performs more services than a town 

c. Conurbation: This is made up of several towns joined together but, each town still 

maintains its identity. E.g Lagos, Ikeja, Cairo-Ugize etc. 

Characteristics of conurbation 

I. It is formed by merging of two or more towns.  

II. All the towns retain their original identity. 

III. It is made up of a population of several millions. 

IV. Examples include Lagos etc. 

d. Megalopolis: This is the largest types of urban settlement made up of large cities with 

several millions of people. 

Characteristics of megalopolis 

I. It is a large area with big cities. 

II. It is linked by communication network. 

III. It has a continuous stretch of land. 

IV. It has several millions of people e.g North-east of USA 

V. It per form both secondary and tertiary functions 

VI. It is usually the seat of government, wealth, Knowledge and development  

 

 

Problems of conurbation are 

Traffic congestion, Unemployment, housing congestion, overstretching of social amenities, 

pollution, high cost of living, uncontrolled crime wave and slum development. 

Solution to the problem of conurbation 

Provision of more social amenities, creation of more jobs by establishing industries, provision 

of more house at affordable rates, improved transport network or diversified means of 

transportation, improved waste disposal measures, improved development control measures 

and development of satellite towns. 

Functions of Urban Settlement 

I. Residential function: Owing to large concentration of people in urban settlement, many 

residential house are built in order to cope with the ever increasing population. 

II. Administrative function: many urban centres are state and National capitals. Hence, the 

need to perform administrative jobs. 

III. Industrial function: owing to the presence of industries, urban centres are involved in 

the manufacturing of finished goods 

IV. Commercial function: The presence of markets and banks enables urban dwellers to 

engage in commercial activities. 
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V. Socio-cultural function: Urban centres are centres for the establishment of schools, 

Universities, polytechnics, churches, mosques, etc. 

VI. Mining function: Mineral deposit occur in some towns, theory making the inhabitants 

to perform mining functions. 

Ways in which Urban Settlement differ from one another are 

a. Site (Physical location) 

b. Plan and layout (structure) 

c. Size 

d. Function 

e. Situation (location in relation to other areas). 

f. Outlook (cleanliness, beauty, quality and service) 

 

Classification of settlement according to pattern or shape 

A. Nucleated or compact or Dense settlement is one in which the buildings are arranged 

close to one another. They are usually clustered showing a compact appearance 

 

Characteristics 

i. The buildings are very close to each other 

ii. It is the pattern of settlement in all urban areas. 

iii. It has many social amenities 

iv. The population are engaged in secondary and tertially activities like construction, etc. 

v. There is an obvious centre of called a NUCLEUS or it is made up of a centre or a 

nucleus. 

vi. The area is well connected with roads. 

vii. The level of interaction between the inhabitants is very high. 

viii. Farmlands are located outside the settlement. 

 

Reasons or need for nucleated settlement  

i. The need for defence. 

ii. There is need to maintain social ties. 

iii. There is easy communication 

iv. There is easy development of infrastructure and social amenities like light and water 

v. There is commercial development. 

vi. There is highly developed organisation with well-defined leadership structure. 

B. Dispersed or scattered settlement: This is a settlement in which houses are widely 

spaced and separated. 

Characteristics 

i. The buildings are scattered or isolated from each other. 

ii. Lifestyle here is quiet and there is little opportunity for gathering 

iii. It has few social amenities 

iv. It is a typical example of rural settlement 

v. They are mainly involved in primary activities like farming, hunting, fishing, etc. 

vi. There is distinct boundaries separating one family land from another. 

vii. The farms are intensively hilled. 

viii. Individual compounds are widely spaced from one another. 

ix. Behind the building, there are family parcels of land. 

Reasons or need for dispersed settlement 

i. Reduction in the level of conflict 

ii. The quest for a quiet environment 

iii. Distinctiveness of family land. 
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iv. The need to have enough land 

C. Linear settlement: linear settlement is a pattern of settlement where the buildings are 

arranged along a roads side, railway, river or coast line. 

Characteristics 

i. Buildings are arranged or located along the routes. Eg. Railways, roads, rivers in a 

linear form. 

ii. It could serve several kilometres in length. 

iii. Gardens are located behind houses. 

iv. Farmlands are also located behind gardens. 

v. Where two or more routes meet, a sub linear settlement called modal settlement is 

formed. 

vi. When a settlement is formed as a result of the meeting of two rivers, such settlement is 

known as a confluence settlement e.g Lokoja in Nigeria. 

Reasons or need for linear settlement 

i. For easy accessibility to other areas. 

ii. There is the need to be near to transport network. 

iii. Reduction in transport cost due to nearness to rail, road, etc. 

iv. The need to transport farm produce to markets. 

D. Isolated settlement. 

Characteristics 

i. The level of interaction is very low 

ii. There area is poorly connected with roads 

iii. Farmlands are very large 

iv. The houses are very far from one another. 

v. It consists of a single house or few houses. 

Reasons or need for isolated settlement 

i. Absence of social collision. 

ii. Availability of vast agricultural lands. 

iii. Presence of wealthy landlords  

iv. There is a special pattern of agricultural development e.g plantation agriculture. 

Classification of settlement according to size 

The size of settlement refers to the number of people per settlement. the following 

settlements are recognised with their characteristics on the basis of size. 

a. Homestead 

- This is a one family residence 

- The buildings are far from each other. 

- It has few people with little or no opportunity for social gathering. 

b. Hamlet 

- The settlement is nucleated 

- There is lack of basic and social amenities. 

- Hamlet contains two or three houses 

- It contains people usually less than a hundred. 

c. Village 

- Village contains several hundreds or thousands of people 

- They have limited services 

- It is formed from combination of several hamlets. 

- They have some form of commercial activities  

d. Towns 

e. City 

f. Conurbation 
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g. Megalopolis 

Differences between town and village 

Town Village 

i. it has well planned layout It has no planned layout 

ii. It is prone to environmental pollution It is free from environmental pollution 

iii. Population is heterogeneous Population is homogenous 

iv. presence of well-developed infrastructure Absence of social facilities 

v.Population performs diverse activities Population performs primary activities 

vi. Cost of living is very high  Cost of living is low 

vii.Occupies large area Occupies a smaller area. 

viii.It is usually easily accessible It is poorly accessible 

ix.There is pressure on lands, housing etc. There is enough cheap land and 

accommodation, etc. 

 

Classification of settlement according to functions of towns 

1. Market Town: There are mainly trading centres based on commerce. Eg. Lagos, 

Onitsha, etc. 

2. Educational Towns: These are towns where world renowned universities are located. 

E.g Ibadan, Oxford, Cambridge. Etc. 

3. Satellite Towns: These are well planned urban centres E.g festac town etc. 

4. Ecclesiastical or religious Towns: These are religious centres. E.g Rome and Jerusalem 

(Christians), Mecca (Moslems etc. 

5. Mining Towns: These towns are involved in the mining of minerals in their areas E.g 

Enugu (coal), Johannesburg (Gold), Jos (tin) etc. 

6. Holiday Resort Towns: These are places of interest where people can visit and relax 

themselves. E.g Miami (USA), Ikogosi (ondo), etc 

7. Administrative Towns: These are headquarters of the government and they are usually 

capital cities E.g Accra, Abuja, London etc. 

8. Industrial Town: These are towns involved in the manufacturing and processing of raw 

materials to finished goods. E.g Ruhr (Germany) Lagos (Nigeria) etc. 

9. Royal Towns: These are traditional centres for monarchs E.g Benin, London, Ife etc. 

10. Commercial Towns: These are centres of finance and commerce E.g Kano, Lagos, New 

York, etc. 

11. Ports: These are landing places for ships. It is divided into: 

a. Seaports – These are large ocean terminals with all the essential port facilities to 

accommodate large ships with their cargoes and passengers E.g Apapa, Hong Kong etc. 

b. Entreports: These are ports that Specialise in receiving and redistributing goods to the 

neighbouring countries and to all corners of the world. E.g Singapore (Germany), 

Colomba (Sir Lanka) etc. 

c. Packet stations: These are ferry-terminals whose main function is to handle mail and 

passages on an international trade E.g Calais (France), Ostend (Belgium), etc. 

d. Outport: These are smaller ports closer to deep ocean water which serve a large port 

further inland which cannot be reached by the large spacing ships. E.G Tincan Island 

port to Lagos Apapa Wharf, fremantle serves perth (Australia). 

e. River ports: These are ports which can only be reached by smaller ships usually on the 

lower course of a river E.g warri, Rouen (France), Calabar in Nigeria, etc. 

Ways in which initial functions of a settlement can help its growth 

a. Employment opportunities: The presence of jobs in an area attracts people, thereby 

leading to the growth of that settlement. 
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b. Social amenities: Availability of social amenities such as electricity, Pipe borne water, 

etc attracts people into an areas, hence, the growth of such settlement. 

c. Accessibility: Presence of good transport network like roads, railways, air ports does 

attract people into such areas. 

d. Commerce: Trading activities in an area also attract people into such an area, thereby 

leading to growth of such settlement  

e. Infrastructural development: Presence of good roads, flyovers, telephone in an area 

attract people into such areas, hence, the growth of the settlement. 

f. Ancillary services: Availability of ancillary services like banking, educational services, 

etc. attracts people in such area. 

g. Associated industries: Presence of industries in an area attracts people into such area 

due to job opportunities. 

Settlement interaction 

Settlements interact in three ways. These are: 

1. Commercial interaction 

2. Cultural interaction 

3. Administrative interaction. 

Dependence of Urban settlement on rural settlement 

a. Commercial interaction 

i. Provision of food: Urban areas depend on rural areas for foods like yam, cocoyam, 

beans, cassava, etc. 

ii. Industrial raw materials: Raw materials like cocoa, rubber, cotton are sourced from 

rural areas for industries in urban areas. 

iii. Medicinal herbs: Medicinal herbs and roots are sourced from rural areas for use in urban 

industries like pharmacecitical companies. 

iv. Rural areas provide ready market for goods produced in industries in urban areas. 

v. Unskilled labour supply: Migration of people from rural to urban areas provides labour 

for employment in industries in urban areas. 

b. Cultural interaction 

i. Marriage ceremonies: Traditional marriage ceremonies take place only in the rural 

areas. 

ii. Burial / funeral ceremonies: When people die in urban areas, their remains are usually 

taken to the rural areas for burial. 

iii. Custodianship of culture: Cultural artefacts of the society is preserved in the rural areas 

where elders live. 

iv. Preservation of language: The use of ethnic dialets are perpetuated and transmitted to 

the young ones through the rural areas. 

Problems which may limit the performance of functions by Rural areas are: 

1. Natural disaster such as flooding etc. 

2. Rural-urban migration 

3. Lack of agricultural lands to farm 

4. Higher educational attainment by the rural dwellers 

Dependence of rural settlement on urban settlement  

a. Information: Information normally flows from urban to rural areas through radio, 

television, newspapers etc. 

b. Capital flow: usually capital flows from urban to rural areas E.g banks and employment 

centres are located in the urban areas. 

c. Employment: rural areas depend on urban areas for employment in industries and 

office. 

d. Market: urban areas provide markets for agricultural products from rural areas. 
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e. Manufactured gods: Manufactured or finished goods such as bread, milk, clothes, etc. 

usually come from urban to rural areas. Also, raw materials from the rural areas are 

processed in urban areas. 

f. Medical service: rural areas depend on urban centres for their medical services E.g 

Teaching and specialist hospitals are located in urban areas. 

g. Higher education: Rural areas depends urban areas for higher education in universities, 

colleges of education, polytechnics, etc. 

h. Administrative headquarters: Most of administrative headquarters like seat of 

government, House of Assembly, courts of jurisdiction, etc are located in urban areas. 

Rural areas depend on the urban areas for effective governance  

i. Diffusion of innovations and ideas: New discoveries and ideas are transferred from the 

urban to the rural areas. 

Problems which may Limit the performance of these functions by urban centres are: 

I. Storage problems due to seasonality of products. 

II. Inadequate jobs in the urban centres 

III. Inadequate communication facilities between urban and rural areas. 

IV. Political discrimination as a result of different voting patterns for different 

administrative centres 

V. Inadequate capital and machinery for processing raw materials. 

VI. Non-availability / high cost of spare parts for the processing machineries. 

 

Urbanization 

Urbanization refers to a change in the functions of a settlement from a rural character to an 

urban character. Or The growth of towns especially in terms of human population and physical 

size. E.G New York, Ibadan, Accra etc. 

Factors responsible for urbanization Or growth of settlement 

a. Provision of social amenities  

b. Administration 

c. Economic activities 

d. Accessibility 

e. Relief 

f. Nature of soils 

g. Absence of disaster 

h. Climate 

Problems of urbanization or increase in the size of Urban settlement  

a. Increased demand for goods and services: The high influx of people into urban areas 

leads to increase demand for goods and services to satisfy their wants 

b. High cost of living: High population concentration leads to high cost of living as only 

few facilities and goods are available to the people thereby causing high increase in the 

cost of living. 

c. Increased demand for social amenities like electricity, pipe borne water, etc. when 

people migrate to urban areas 

d. Increase in social vices: There will be high increase in vices like armed robbery, 

prostitution, hired assassins, etc party due to unemployment and other factors in urban 

centres. 

e. Decrease in agricultural land: High concentration in urban areas thereby reducing the 

size of farmlands and also low crop yield. 

f. Environmental pollution: Due to high concentration of people, more wastes are 

produced which leads to population of the environment. 

g. Traffic congestion: There is because many people travel on the roads at the same time. 
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h. Housing congestion: High population concentration leads to poor accommodation as 

the number of houses are not always enough for the people and buildings tend to be 

closely packed together. 

i. Unemployment: Areas of high population usually do not have enough jobs due to high 

influx of people in such areas 

j. Increase in labour force: Presence of high influx of well qualified people into an area 

leads to increase in the number of labour force in such areas. 

Interdependence between rural and urban settlements 

A. Dependence of urban settlement on rural settlement.  

i. Provision of food: urban areas depend on rural areas for food stuffs like cocoyam, yam, 

beans, cassava etc. 

ii. Unskilled labour supply: unskilled labour is usually from rural to urban industries. 

iii. Medicinal herbs: Medicinal roots and herbs are usually brought from rural to urban 

areas for use by individuals or pharmaceutical companies  

iv. Industrial raw materials: Raw materials such as cocoa, timber, rubber, etc for industries 

are supplied from rural areas to the industries in the urban areas 

B. Dependence of rural settlement on urban settlement 

i. Manufactured goods: manufactured or finished goods usually come from urban to rural 

areas e.g bread, shoes, clothes etc. 

ii. Market: Urban settlements provide markets for agricultural products from rural areas 

iii. Employment: Rural areas depend on urban areas for employment in offices and 

industries  

iv. Higher education: Rural areas depend on urban areas for higher education in 

universities, polytechnics etc. 

v. Information: information from radio, television, newspapers usually flow from urban 

to rural areas 

vi. Capital flow: There is usually a flow of capital from urban to rural areas. E.g banks and 

employment centres are located in the urban areas 

vii. Medical services: Rural areas depend on urban centres for their medical services e.g 

teaching and specialist hospitals are located in urban centres. 

viii. Administrative headquarters: Most of the administrative headquarters are located in the 

urban areas. Hence, rural dwellers depend on the urban dwellers for effective 

governance  

ix. Diffusion of innovations and ideas: Urban centres also ensure diffusion of innovations 

and ideas to rural areas. 

C. Administrative interaction 

i. Seat of government: Government headquarters are located in the urban areas from 

where the rural areas administered. 

j. House of Assembly: Different levels of legislation take place in the urban areas from 

where the rural areas are administered  

k. Courts of high jurisdiction like supreme and appeal courts are located in the urban areas. 

  

 

 

 

 

 


