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COMPLEX SENTENCE 

A complex sentence is a sentence which has one simple sentence (main clause) and one or 

more dependent clauses. In a complex sentence, one important point stands out in the simple 

sentence while the minor point or points are attached. In complex sentence, subordinating 

conjunctions are used to join the main sentence and the dependent clauses. 

SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS (CLAUSE MARKERS) 

These are used in joining the main sentence and the less important sentences as already been 

said. They show a relationship between the two sentences. The less important sentence should 

begin with the subordinating conjunction and the new sentence formed from this arrangement 

is called complex sentence. Examples of subordinating conjunctions are: when, although, even 

if, if, until, where, whenever, wherever, before, because, unless, though, provided that, etc. 

CLAUSES 

A clause is a group of words with a finite verb, forming part of a sentence. By finite verb we 

mean that a clause must have a verb within the group of words that make it a clause and that 

the verb must indicate a particular tense of the verb. A phrase, in contrast does not have a finite 

verb. 

Again, clause can either be independent or dependent. Independent clause can stand on its own 

to make a complete sense or sentence whereas dependent clause is a group of words and does 

not express a complete thought; it needs the main sentence (main clause) in order to make a 

complete sense or sentence. Dependent clause only forms part of the sentence. 

EXAMPLES OF COMPLEX SENTENCES. 

➢ John is the man that owns the house, which we saw yesterday. 

➢ She told the story as she heard it from her mother. 

➢ If he were there, I should see him. 

➢ She failed to come although she was invited. 

➢ I have kept the book which my dad gave me, where you will easily see it. 

➢ Kingsley is a boy whom I know very well. 

➢ This is the boy who tore my book. 

➢ People who are smart follow the rule. 

➢ Chocolate, which many of us like, is fattening. 

➢ He walked as if he was in a hurry. 

 

ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY 

In an argumentative essay, the writer’s aim is to convince the reader to accept his view as the 

only valid option in a given topic. To convince the reader, the writer must back his points with 

strong reasons. The reasons must be supported by examples or figures (authorities, bible, wise 

sayings, philosophers, encyclopedia, dictionary, statistics etc.). 
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Any topic for a debate is to speak in favour of the motion or against the motion. Therefore, you 

are expected to take side and give reasons for the side you have taken. To be on the opposition 

is to argue against the given topic and to be on the proposing side is to speak for the topic. 

A debater must take a side by saying, ‘I am here to propose the motion which states that ’or’ I 

am here to oppose the motion which states that…’ 

STEPS TO BE TAKEN WHILE WRITING A DEBATE 

1. Write the greeting e.g. Mr. Chairman, the moderator, panel of judges, time keeper, 

distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. 

2. Take a side by proposing or opposing the motion. 

3. Define the given topic or the subject matter so as to make your reader or audience understand 

the topic very well. 

4. Now, take the side again in this manner, ‘I have good reasons for proposing that ……..’ or ‘I 

have good reasons for opposing that…..’ 

5. Mention the points likely to be used by your opponent and prove the weakness of the points. 

This means that you would mention the points likely to be presented by your opponent and 

disprove or refute them. 

6. Employ the language of argument either to support or refute  I an argument E.g. it is fallacious 

to assert that……,It is unacceptable to assert that….,it is clear evidence that…..,it is clear that, 

the claim that….. Is baseless, erroneous, misleading, groundless, inconsequential, does not hold 

water, etc. 

7. There must be good paragraphing and logical sequence of ideas. Develop each point mentioned 

into topic sentences and then into paragraph. 

8. Rhetorical questions can be used to draw the attention of the audience to the points being made. 

9. The debater should give at least three arguments which would be adequately developed for or 

against the topic before he or she could score a good mark in the body of the debate. 

10. There must be a concluding paragraph which summarizes all the points that have been made. 

Here, it would be nice to create the negative consequences or say the state of the world if your 

side is not taken. Again, restate your position convincingly. 


