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SUBJECT: ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

CLASS: SS2 

DURATION: Weeks 4-7 

 

PRESERVATIVE PREFIXES 

Preservative prefixes are prefixes which keep the root word and still preserve the meaning. The 

prefix “RE” is usually used in preservative prefixes. The prefix “RE” means to do something 

again. Example: 

RE ROOTWORD NEW WORD MEANING 

 Assure Reassure to assure again 

 Count Recount to count again 

 Affirm Reaffirm to affirm again 

 Work Rework to work again 

 Consider Reconsider to consider once more 

 Cast Recast to cast once again 

 Examine Reexamine to examine again 

 Elect Reelect to elect again 

 Unite Reunite to unite again 

 Arrange Rearrange to arrange again 

 Direct Redirect to direct again 

 Assign Reassign to assign again 

 Discover Rediscover to discover again 

 

It must be noted that “re” belongs to the preservative prefixes. However, there are words 

carry “re” in front of them but they are not preservative prefixes. Hence, it is good we learn 

them individually. Examples of such words are: 

Remember, request, receive, reservation, 

Revise, rescue, require, restaurant result, require. 

 

EXAMPLES OF PRESERVATIVE PREFIXES IN SENTENCES 

➢ Assure-The man reassured his son of buying him a bicycle . 

➢ Examine-The judge reexamined his verdict and discovered some mistakes 

➢ Consider-The principal reconsidered his decision of expelling the boy after all pleas. 

➢ Elect-The governor of Anambra state was reelected for the second term. 

➢ Assign-Having discovered the boy is asthmatic, the function master reassigned him a 

new function. 

 

CREATIVE WRITING 

Creative writing is the act of making up things. It is any writing that is original and self 

expressive. In creative writing, we attempt to get a truth about humanity through poetics and 

story telling. It involves extensive use of one’s imagination; letting one’s imagination run 
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wild. It expresses writer’s thought, feelings and emotions rather than to convey information. 

In creative writing, students are expected to write stories in past tense form of verb and past 

continuous tense. The story must have-introduction, beginning, separate, climax, and ending. 

TYPES OF CREATIVE WRITING 

➢ Novels 

➢ Short stories 

➢ Plays 

➢ T.V. show scripts 

➢ Movie scripts 

➢ Poetry 

➢ Speeches and  

➢ Memoirs 

 

SAMPLED NARRATIVES 

− Those who live in glass houses do not throw stones 

− Make hay while the sun shines 

− As you make your bed, so you must lie on it 

− If wishes were horses, beggars must lie on it 

− A rolling stone gathers no moss 

− A stich in time saves nine 

 

          FEATURES OF CREATIVE WRITING 

➢ Plot development-the series of events that make up the story have to be developed. This 

requires you to think deeply, consult authorities, make research, ask people who know 

more on the topic given, write down your ideas, look at it from different perspectives. Link 

your words together with conjunctions-so, yet, but, and etc. 

➢ Character development-readers should understand the names mentioned in your story. 

➢ Underlying theme-almost every story has an underlying theme or message, even if the 

writer did. not necessarily intend it. That is the beauty of this writing. By telling story, you 

can also teach lessons. 

➢ Imaginative language-metaphors, similes, figures of speech and others are used in order 

to paint a vivid image in the reader’s mind. 

➢ Dialogue-your characters should be able to interact with one another in order to further the 

plot. 

➢ Emotional appeal-the writer must use all these imageries to evoke emotions.   
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INTONATION-RISING TUNE ON POLAR QUESTION 

A rising tune is the rise in the voice of a speaker at the end of an utterance. Therefore, rising 

tune on polar questions indicates that when asking polar questions, the voice of the speaker 

tends to rise at the end of the last word. 

➢           WHAT ARE POLAR QUESTIONS?  

They are questioning whose expected answer is either YES or NO. They mostly begin with 

auxiliary verbs or modal auxiliary verbs and are usually, but not always answered using the 

same auxiliary or modal verbs. When posing such questions, one has to raise one’s voice at the 

end of the word. The arrow      is used to designate such spot at which the voice has to go high. 

EXAMPLES: 

➢ Is Michael an Engineer? 

➢ Were you at school yesterday? 

➢ Will you visit me today? 

➢ Is it time? 

➢ Are you travelling? 

 

WEEK 5                                                SUFFIXES 

Suffix is a letter or a group of letter added to the end of a word to change its original meaning 

or to change the way a word fits in to a sentence grammatically. A suffix normally marks a 

word as an adjective, verb or noun. A suffix is placed at the end of a word. Examples are in a 

tabular form below: 

VERBS TURNED INTO NOUNS THROUGH SUFFIXATION 

SUFFIX                           VERB           NOUN 

AL arrive, propose, deny ,educate 

bury, practice 

Arrival, proposal, denial, educational, burial, 

practical 

ANCE,ENCE Attend, prefer, assure repent, 

apply, comply 

attendance, preference, assurance, repentance, 

appliance, compliance 

ION Instruct, obstruct, process, alienate, 

substitute 

Instruction, obstruction, procession, 

alienation, substitution 

MENT agree, depart, better, assign, punish agreement, department, betterment, 

assignment, punishment 

AGE Waste, pass, report, host Wastage, passage, reportage, hostage 
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ADJECTIVES TURNED INTO NOUNS THROUGH SUFFIXATION 

SUFFIX                  ADJECTIVE                     NOUN 

NESS Useful, kind, faithful Usefulness, kindness, faithfulness 

ISM  colonial, egoistic, national Colonialism, egoism, nationalism 

ITY Stupid, mobile, creative Stupidity, mobility, creativity 

TH Wide ,long, strong, Width, length, strength, 

VERBS TURNED INTO ADJECTIVES THROUGH SUFFIXATION 

SUFFIX                VERB                     ADJECTIVE 

Able Change, acknowledge, understand, 

know, forgive, foresee 

Changeable, understandable, knowable, 

acknowledgeable, forgivable, foreseeable 

FUL Use, play, beautify, wrong, doubt, 

sin 

Useful, playful, beautiful, wrongful, doubtful, 

sinful 

NOUNS TURNED INTO ADJECTIVES THROUGH SUFFIXATION 

SUFFIX             NOUN                    ADJECTIVE 

IFY dignity, crucifix, nullify, solid Dignify, crucify, nullify, solidify 

 

IDENTIFICATION OF TOPIC SENTENCE IN PARAGRAPHS 

A topic sentence is the first sentence of a paragraph that explains to your reader what you will 

illustrate, show, or explain in your paragraph. It states the main idea of your paragraph. It is 

the most vital aspect of a paragraph. Ability to identify topic sentences in paragraphs helps 

students to tackle summary questions in examination. It is good to say it here.to summarize a 

point in paragraph, garb the topic sentence in your own words and represent them in concise 

manner. Let us examine this write-up. 

A SAMPLED PARAGRAPH TO IDENTIFY TOPIC SENTENCE 

During the Chinese  Han Dynasty, nearly 200years ago, scientists created three important 

inventions. Gunpowder was invented to make beautiful and explosive fireworks. It was made 

from sulphur, charcoal, and saltpeter. Compasses were made to help travelers know which 

way was south. An iron needle stuck through a cork was floated on water. A government 

official made the first writing paper to make his job easier. He made it from Mulberry bark 

and rags. These inventions have made life easier for all that time. 

In the above write-up, the topic sentence is the underlined sentence. This is so because it 

encapsulates the three inventions mentioned and illustrated in the sampled paragraph. Other 

sentences therein are called supporting details. 

ASSIGNMENT ON TOPIC SENTENCE-10MARKS 
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Identify the topic sentences in the entire paragraphs of page 98 of our recommended  English 

textbook-Evil effects of unemployment. 

 

WEEK 6                                        ADJUNCT-ADVERBIALS 

An adjunct is a word or a phrase that adds meaning in a sentence or part of a sentence. It can 

be said to be something added or attached to something larger or more important. When 

adjuncts are removed in a sentence, the sentence still remains grammatically correct. 

Specifically, adjuncts are usually adverbs used to modify verbs and sometimes the entire 

sentence. Adjunct usually indicates a time, a manner, a place, a reason, a frequency or degree. 

An adjunct is not an essentially part of a sentence but are there to make it more meaningful. 

TYPES OF ADVERBIALS 

➢ Adverbial of manner 

➢ Adverbial of time 

➢ Adverbial of reason 

➢ Adverbial of place 

➢ Adverbial of frequency or Degree 

 

Admitted that adverbs perform the functions of modifying verbs, adjectives and another 

adverbs in the sentence, our scope, however  when we speak of adjuncts, is to look at adverbs 

in a more broader perspective. We look at adverbs not just as a single word-happily, honestly, 

but as group of words-in the garden, across the bridge. 

1. ADVERBIAL OF MANNER-IT TELLS ‘HOW’ OF THE ACTION 

➢ The news of his demise came as a thunderbolt 

➢ I travelled to Lagos in obedience 

➢ She handled the case carefully 

➢ The rude boy replied his teacher in a mannerless way 

➢ He drove off in a hurry 

2. ADVERBIAL OF TIME-IT TELLS HOW LONG OF THE ACTION 

➢ We shall meet after the break 

➢ In the morning, I will cross the bridge 

➢ The alarm went off  yesterday 

➢ Mr.Lugard will take me out when I visit 

➢ The pastor continued preaching until every church member became tired  

3. ADVERBIAL OF REASON-IT TELLS ‘WHY’ OF THE ACTION 

➢ He did it for God’s sake 

➢ Sandra worked so hard for the trophy 

➢ The little boy came to the field to play football 

➢ They were flogged because they fought 

➢ Dad travelled to India so as to have a surgery 

4. ADVERBIAL OF PLACE-IT TELLS THE ‘WHERE’ OF THE ACTION 

➢ Mr. Smith is having his leisure in the stadium 

➢ Thompson’s car is parked at the garage 

➢ Matthew’s dog is outside the building 

➢ Mum is relaxing in the garden 

➢ She is making some purchases at the supermarket 
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5. ADVERBIAL OF FREQUENCY OR DEGREE-IT TELLS ‘TO WHAT 

EXTENT’ OF THE ACTION 

➢ He comes to school always 

➢ Thomas goes to church frequently 

➢ She seldom visits her grandmother 

➢ We occasionally travel together 

➢ I rarely see him here  

 

NOTE WELL-a sentence can still be grammatically correct if any of these adverbials are 

removed from the individual sentences. Hence, adverbials are not essentially part of the 

sentence but they help to add to the meaning of the verbs and as well entire sentence. The 

underlined above are the adverbials and they modify the verbs situated in the sentences. 

 

WEEK 8               COMMONLY MISSPELT ENGLISH WORDS 

They are words that are often unintentionally misspelt in general writing. The common cause 

of this is mispronunciation. Hence, phonetic spelling is important because once a word is 

mispronounced, the listener might mistake it for another word. For instance, realize may be 

mispronounced relise. This ,no doubt, amounts to writing the wrong word. Besides, typing 

errors could as well contribute to misspelling of words. Most people believe that all typed 

words are correct. This is not always the case. It is recommended that students make 

extensive use of their dictionary in order to avoid this error. Below is a list of commonly 

misspelt words: 

                           CORRECT FORM                                            MISSPELT FORM 

Achieve Acheive 

Advisable Adviseable 

Address Address 

Acquaintance Acquaintence 

Amateur Amateur  

A lot Alot 

Almost All most 

Argument Arguement 

Beginning Begining 

Running Runing 

Writing Writting 

Believe Beleive 

Buoyant Bouyant 

Business Busines 

Because Becauase 

Chief Cheif 

Committed Commited 

Colleague Collegue 

Dilemma Dilema 

Embarrass Embarass 

Foreign Foriegn 

Friend Freind 



BUBENDORFF MEMORIAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL, ADAZI-NNUKWU 

 

BMGS – Greatness Through Hardwork 

Page | 7 

Weird Wierd 

Vacuum Vaccuum 

Whether-if Weather 

Tomatoes Tomatos 

Receipt Reciept 

Restaurant Restarant 

Surprise Suprise,surprize 

Separate Seperate 

Rhythm Rythm 

Playwright Playright 

Neighbor Neighbor 

Occasion Occassion 

Lose Loose 

Library Libray 

Leisure liesure 

Hygiene Hygine 

Harass Harrass 

Guarantee Garantee 

Secretary Secretery,secetry 

  

  

 

MAKING A TOAST 

What is  a toast? 

A toast is a call to a gathering of people to raise glasses and drink together in honour of a 

person. It is a ritual most common in the western world. Usually, a bottle of wine , verbal 

expression and eye contact with the celebrant in particular and to the people gathered are key 

to making a good toast. 

          OCCASIONS FOR TOAST 

➢ Graduation party 

➢ Wedding reception 

➢ Birthday party 

➢ Special dinner 

➢ House warming ceremony 

➢  

MODALITY FOR TOAST MAKING 

➢ Get the attention of the people gathered. You may have to tap the glass or clap in 

order to get everyone’s attention 

➢ Looking at the celebrant, say why everyone gathered 

➢ Congratulate the celebrant over the feat achieved, mentioning known challenges 

➢ Raise your glass, having eye contact with virtually everyone and then tap the glasses 

with each other 

➢ Offer up a toast in the air should the persons you want to tap glasses with are not close 

by 

➢ Take a sip of your drink  

➢ Remember to be original, brief and never read from a script. 


