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RELIGIOUS REFORMS 

PREVALENT RELIGIOUS EVILS AT THE TIME OF KING JOSIAH (2Kings 22; 23:1-

30) 

Josiah the king of Judah, whose father was Amon and his mother, Jedidah. He started reigning at 

the age of eight and reigned for thirty-one years. He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord. At 

the time of king Josiah, the program practices fostered by king Manasseh his Grandfather, still 

prevailed in Judah. 

MOTIVATING FACTORS TO KING JOSIAH’S REFORM 

1. The prevalent religious evils; They include  

a) Idolatrous practices in Jerusalem. There were foreign gods and their officiating priests and 

priestesses in the temple. Prostitution was practiced in the house of God, in line with pagan 

worship. 

b) Shrines and idolatrous priests were in all the cities of Judah, where idols were worshiped. 

A similar situation existed in the Northern kingdom. 

c) Child sacrifice; child sacrifice was in practice at a place in Judah call Tophet, in line with 

the Assyrian religious practice  

d) The use of mediums and wizards; Innocent people were killed through such pagan practices 

as the use of mediums and wizards 

When the law book was discovered, and its contents were read, king Josiah knew how much the 

prevalent practices maintained above contradicted the commandments of God. 

2. Another motivating factor of king Josiah was the discovery of the law book (The book of 

Deuteronomy (2 kings 22;1-11). The law book was discovered in the 18th year of king 

Josiah. The book was found in the temple by Hilkiah the high priest during the renovation 

of the house. The discovered law book was sent to king Josiah through Shaphan the king’s 

secretary. When the contents of the book were read to the king by Shaphan his secretary, 

he realized that the people had deviated greatly from the ideals of the worship of God. He 

was disturbed and therefore became concerned about how reform their life. 

3. The prophecy of prophetess Huldah( 2 kings 22;12-20) 

Sensing the anger on the people to their infidelity, Josiah sent people to prophetess Huldah 

to inquire from her God’s intention concerning Judah. From the prophecy of the prophetess, 

Josiah knew that God’s judgement on Judah was imminent. This made the king see the 
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reform as an urgent matter. Immediately, he started making the necessary preparation for 

the reforms. 

4. The favorable political situation of his time. 

During the reign of Josiah, Assyria to which Judah was a vassal state, was weak. This 

encouraged Josiah to embark on the reform, which was partly an indirect way of rejecting 

Assyrian dominion, as the reform involving purging Judah of Assyrian religious practices. 

5. Josiah’s God-fearing nature 

Josiah sensitivity to the wall of God made him concerned when, from the contents of the 

law book, he know that they had been going in disobedience to God. 

 

PREPARATION FOR THE REFORM (2Kings 23;1-3) 

 

At first, king Josiah summoned all the people of Judah, notably the elder, the priests and 

prophets, both small and great to the temple in Jerusalem, and he read in their hearing all 

the words of the book of the covenant which he had been found in the house of the lord. 

And the king stood by the pillar and made a covenant before the lord to obey all the 

commandments of God. Having committed the people of Israel to his course, he set for the 

reform. 

 

JOSIAH’S REFORM MEASURES (2 kings 23;4-30) 

The Reforms In Judah; 

1) Eradication of Idolatrous practices in Jerusalem temple. 

Josiah started his religious reform in Judah by eradicating idolatrous practices in the 

temple. On the king’s orders, all the foreign gods, including Baal, Asherah, the sun god 

and all the things used for their worship were removed from the temple and burnt at kidron, 

outside Jerusalem. All the idolatrous priests, priestesses and cult prostitutes were removed 

from the temple and their houses burnt. 

2) Idolatrous priests in all the cities of Judah deposed, high places defiled and foreign gods 

destroyed. Josiah deposed all the idolatrous priests officiating in the high places (shrines) 

in all the cities of Judah and defiled all those places. He also destroyed all the foreign gods 

in those areas. 

3) Child sacrifice abolished: Tophet, a place in the valley of the son of Hinnom, where the 

people were practicing child sacrifice for the god Molech according to the religious custom 

of Assyria, was defiled and child sacrifice abolished. 

4) The use of medians and wizards stopped such pagan practices as the use of mediums 

divination or soothsaying and wizards, through which innocent people were killed were 

abolish throughout Judah. 

 

THE REFORMS IN THE NORTHERN KINGDOM OF ISRAEL 

  

• Destruction of high places, foreign gods and the altar at Bethel. 
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King Josiah extended the religious reform to the northern kingdom by destroying the high 

places and the altar built at Bethel by Jeroboam 1, the first king of the Northern kingdom. 

He also burnt all the foreign gods found there at Bethel. 

• Defilement and destruction of all the high places in the cities of Samaria 

King Josiah also defiled and destroyed all the high places in the cities of Samaria, the 

defunct capital of the Northern kingdom. 

• Idolatrous priests in Samaria killed. 

King Josiah killed all the idolatrous priests officiating in the high places. In Samaria, The 

reform measures adopted by Josiah followed the recommendations in the discovered law 

book for the ideal worship of God. 

 

THE OUTCOME OF THE REFORM 

a) It succeeded in eradicating idolatrous practices in Judah at that period. 

b) Jerusalem became again the only legitimate place of worship. 

c) The Passover feast, which was last celebrated at national level during the time of the judges, 

was celebrated again in Jerusalem by all the people immediately after the reform. 

Lessons 

➢ Idol worship should be discouraged because it brings with it immoral practices and attracts 

the anger of God. 

➢ The words of God should remain fresh in Christians, to guide and prevent them from 

deviating from the ideal worship of God. 

➢ If God calls us to work for him, He will surely equip us like Josiah. 

➢ Cultism is not of God and should be destroyed way is when the religious situation today is 

similar to that of Josiah time they are; 

I. Crimes and various vices are prevalent in our churches today 

II. There are many corrupt practices in our society (churches) today. 

III. As it was in Josiah’s days when the people were filled with immoral acts, so also 

we have in our society today people we think to be practicing the religion, but 

instead are doing something else. 

IV. There are cultic practices and secret societies in Josiah’s day just as we have them 

in our churches today. 

 

Ways Christians Can Maintain the Purity of Their Religion 

▪ Daily study of God’s word and Scripture/The need to maintain high moral standards. 

▪ Proper training of religious leaders. 

▪ Avoiding idolatry/occultism. 

▪ Always have faith in God. 

▪ Maintaining peaceful co-existence. 

▪ Avoiding sin/immorality. 

▪ Acknowledging Jesus’ presence in every activity/prayer, fasting and preaching. 

5th week  
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CONCERN FOR ONE’S NATION THE CAPTIVATING AND DESTRUCTION OF 

JERUSALEM 

A. THE STATE OF THE NATION 

I. Egypt (under Pharaoh Nero) destabilizes Judah’s political state (1kings 23;28-31) 

Joshua was killed by Pharaoh Nero in a battle at Megiddo. This resulted in Judah 

becoming a vassal of Egypt. Pharaoh Nero therefore deposed Jehoash, Josiah’s son and 

successor, and in his place made Jehoiakim a vassal king over Judah. 

II. Jehoiakim’s revolt, the consequent Babylonian invasion and the first exile of the 

people(2 kings 24;1-7) 

Egypt was later defeated by Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar, making Judah a vassal of 

Babylon. Jehoiakim was encouraged by Egypt to revolt against Babylon. He did so 

against the advice of prophet Jeremiah for the prophet saw Babylon as an instrument 

of divine corrective punishment for Judah. Jehoiakim’s revolt made Babylon invade 

Judah, and their kings for their sins, but also made other smaller states like Syria, Moab 

and Amon take advantage of the invasion to attack Judah. Later, Nebuchadnezzar 

exiled all the healing people in Judah to Babylon. They include, king Jehoiachin, all 

the members of his family, mighty men of valor, the craftsmen and some prophets, 

including prophet Ezekiel. All the precious vessels of gold in Jerusalem temple were 

also carried to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, to the house of his gods. This was the 

period of first deportation, or the first exile. It took place around 597BC. 

Nebuchadnezzar then appointed Zedekiah, Jehoiachin’s uncle, a vassal king over Judah 

Zedekiah also revolted against the king of Babylon 

 

Zedekiah’s revolt, the second exile and the destruction of the temple and the wall of 

Jerusalem (2 kings 25; 1-7) 

 

Zedekiah, just like Jehoiakim, revolted against Babylon. This was in the tenth month 

of the ninth year of his reign. Zedekiah’s revolt made Babylon invade Judah for the 

second time under Nebuchadnezzar. This time the Babylonians (the chaldeans) laid 

siege to the city of Jerusalem. It lasted from the tenth month of the ninth year of 

Zedekiah’s reign to his eleventh year. There was severe famine in Judah. 

When the Babylonians were still attacking, king Zedekiah tried to escape, but was 

caught by the army of the Chaldeans in the plains of Jericho, and was taken to king 

Nebuchadnezzar at Rilbah. There his two sons were killed before him and Zedekiah 

himself had his two eyes gouged out. He was bound with fetters and exiled to Babylon. 

 

SECOND EXILE 

At this time more people were exiled to Babylon. All except the poorest in the city were 

exiled. The temple and the walls of Jerusalem were destroyed, and the city of Jerusalem 

was burnt. Jerusalem the capital city of Judah, was therefore left in ruins. All these 

were also allowed by God, to punish the people of Judah and their leaders for their sins. 
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The period was known as the period of second deportation, or second exile, and its date 

was 586BC. 

 

The report on the pathetic state of the nation of Judah to Nehemiah and his immediate 

response (Nehemiah 1:1-11) 

In the month of the Chislev, after the exile, Nehemiah, a Jew serving in Susa, capital 

of the Persian Empire, received the news of the pathetic state of Judah from Hanani, 

one of the Jews that came from Judah to Susa. Hanani reported to Nehemiah that (a) 

the survivors were in great trouble and shame. (b) the walls of Jerusalem was broken 

down. (c) its gates were destroyed by fire. 

On hearing the report, Nehemiah became sad. Being concerned greatly about the 

situation in Judah, he went to the then king of Persia, king Artaxerxes, and obtained 

permission to go and help the Jews rebuild the wall of Jerusalem. Before he went to 

meet the king, he prayed to God to grant him favour in the sight of the king. Having 

obtained the king’s permission, authority and support, he set off for the work  

 

RESPONSE TO THE STATE OF THE NATION 

The decree of Cyrus, the return of the exiles and the problem that faced them (Ezra 1:1-

11) 

Babylon came under Persian Empire and king of Persia, Cyrus as directed by God, in 

fulfilment of the prophecy of Jeremiah, issued a decree that the Jewish exiles should 

return to their country and rebuild Jerusalem temple. 

In line with the decree, the Jewish exiles returned to Judah. They were led by 

Zerubbabel and Sheshbazzar. King Cyrus ordered that freewill offerings be given to 

Jews. This was as a key to the restoration of God’s temple and its services. King Cyrus 

also brought out the vessels of the house of the lord which Nebuchadnezzar had carried 

away from Jerusalem and placed in the house of his gods. King Cyrus of Persia brought 

these out in charge of Milthredath the treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar 

the prince of Judah. All the vessels of gold and silver were five thousand four hundred 

and sixty-nine. All these Sheshbazzar brought up when the exiles returned from 

Babylon to Jerusalem. 

At this time, the Jews in Judah were faced with many problems some of which were: 

a. Lack of place of worship, for the temple of God has been destroyed by the 

Babylonians. 

b. An adulteration of Yahweh worship, which was one of the negative effects of 

the exile on the Jews. 

c. Insecurity, as the wall of Jerusalem and its gates had been destroyed. 

Although, God used the patriotic and concerned Jews like Ezra, Nehemiah, Zerubbabel, 

Sheshbabazzar, Joshua, Prophet Haggi and Zechariah, to solve these problems for the 

Jews. 

The rebuilding of the temple under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Jeshua, in the face 

of opposition (Ezra 4 and 5). 
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Being faced with the problem of the place of worship and in line with the prophecy of 

Jeremiah and the decree of Cyrus, the Jews started the rebuilding of the temple of 

Jerusalem. They were led by Zerubbabel and Jeshua. Prophets Haggi and Zechariah 

were also on hand, supporting them with their encouraging prophecies. They 

prophesied to the Jews in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel who 

was over them. Zerubbabel and Jeshua arose and began to rebuild the temple which 

was in Jerusalem and with them in Jerusalem and with them were Prophets of God, 

helping them, (Ezra 5:1-2). 

OPPOSITION TO THE RECONSTRUCTION WORK (Ezra 4:1-25) 

When the Samaritans, described in the passage (bible) as the adversaries of Judah and 

Benjamin, heard that the returned exiles were rebuilding the temple, they approached 

Zerubbabel and declared their intention to take part in the reconstruction work. They 

were however not allowed. Then, restored to sabotaging the building work through 

petition. They hired counsellors and wrote against the Jews to the king of Persia 

Artaxerxes in Aramaic language. In their petition, they pointed out that the Jews were 

rebellious and wicked people. 

They started that if the king should allow the Jews to rebuild the temple and the walls 

of Jerusalem, being rebellious people, they would stop paying tributes and would revolt 

against him, the king. They asked the king of Persia to search the archives (records) in 

order to confirm the rebellious nature of the Jews. He did and found out that it was true. 

Consequently, king Artaxerxes made a decree against the rebuilding of the temple and 

the work was stopped temporarily.  

The reconstruction of the temple resumed and was completed (Ezra 5) 

The Jews later wrote a counter-letter to the king of Persia, Darius, explained that the 

rebuilding work they embarked upon was in line with the decree of Cyrus. They asked 

the king to check the royal archive there in Babylon, to see whether a decree was issued 

by Cyrus the king for the rebuilding of this house of God in Jerusalem. The king did so 

and found that it was true. He then permitted them to resume the rebuilding work. The 

temple was eventually rebuilt. 

The dedication of the temple (Ezra 6:13-22) 

The Jews finished the rebuilding of the temple on the third day of the month of Adar, 

in the sixth year of the reign of Darius, the then king of Persia. The building of the 

temple was prospered through the prophesying of Haggai and the prophet and 

Zechariah son Iddo. It was dedicated with One hundred bulks, two hundred rams and 

four hundred lambs. Then twelve he-goats, according to the twelve tribes of Israel were 

sacrificed as sin offering for all Israelites. The priests were put in their divisions, as 

recommended in the book of Moses. On the fourteenth day of the first month, the 
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returned exiles started the celebration of the feast of Passover, the Passover lamb was 

killed and the days of the unleavened bread were observed with joy. 

Ezra revives the knowledge of the law and its obedience among the returned 

exiles (Ezra 7:1-10) 

After the dedication of the rebuilt temple, Ezra, a scribe, and an expert in Jewish law, 

came from Babylon with some Israelites. They included some priests and Levites, 

fingers, gate-keepers and temple servants. They went to Jerusalem from Babylon in the 

seventh year of king Artaxerxes, to reform the religious life of the returned exiles. In 

Jerusalem, Ezra with willingness of the heart, studied the law of the lord, observed it, 

and taught the returned exiles the same. The teaching of the knowledge and observance 

of the law to the returned exiles was necessary, as many of them had been either 

partially or completely influenced by pagan worship during the exile. A lot of the 

people were born in the exile and probably lacked knowledge of the law. Ezra’s 

teaching on the returned exiles is sometimes called Ezra’s reform. This is because he 

reformed the religious life of the returned exiles. In this way, he help them solve the 

problem of adulteration of Yahweh worship, which was one of the problems facing 

them after their return to Judah. 

Nehemiah helped the Jews to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem in the face of 

opposition (Nehemiah 1:1-11, 2:9-20, 4:1-23) 

Nehemiah’s concern about the report of the deplorable state of the walls of Jerusalem 

and the suffering of the people of Judah. Nehemiah was a Jew serving in Susa, capital 

of the Persian Empire. He was the cup-bearer of the king of the Empire Artaxerxes. 

When Nehemiah asked about the condition of the Jews in Judah, who survived the 

exile, he ws told by Hanani, one of the Jews who came from Judah, that the Jews in 

Judah were in great trouble and shame, for the walls of Jerusalem and its gates had been 

destroyed. When Nehemiah heard the above report, he wept and mourned for days, 

fasting and praying. 

Nehemiah’s plan to help the suffering Jews and his prayer for divine favour. 

When Nehemiah heard about the problem of insecurity suffered by the Jews in Judah, 

he not only became sad and concerned but started immediately to plan towards going 

to Jerusalem to help his fellow Jews rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. He first asked for 

divine favour in the sight of king of Persia Artaxerxes. He needed divine favour for the 

king to give him the permission to go to Jerusalem and lead the Jews in rebuilding the 

walls of the city. In his prayer to God for favour in the sight of the king, he described 

God as one who keeps covenants and shows steadfast love to those who obey his 

commandments. He asked God to listen to the prayers he had been offering on behalf 

of the whole of Israel, confessing their sins corruption and for not obeying His 

commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances. He reminded God of His to make the 
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Jewish exiles return to their land on repentance. Nehemiah pleaded with God to 

continue showing His mercy to the people of Israel by making the king of Persia grant 

him the permission to go to Jerusalem to lead the Jews to rebuild the walls of the city. 

Nehemiah secures the king’s permission, authority and support for his proposed task 

Three days after Nehemiah’s arrival in Jerusalem, he went at night and inspected the 

destroyed wall of Jerusalem, taking a few men with him. This inspection was to enable 

him access the magnitude of work facing him and plan accordingly. Inspecting the wall 

at night and with a few men was to keep his plan for the work secret, in order to avoid 

interference of any kind at that early stage.  

Nehemiah stirs up public support for the work 

After the inspection and planning, Nehemiah stirred up public support for the task 

ahead. He gathered the leading of the Jews, including the priests, nobles and officials, 

and appeared to them to join him rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and save themselves 

from the disgrace they were suffering as a result of insecurity. He told them how God 

had granted him favour in the sight of the king of Persia, concerning the rebuilding 

work. In response to his appeal, the people signified their willingness to cooperate and 

work with him, saying ‘let us rise up and build. 

The wall of Jerusalem rebuilt in the face of opposition. 

Nehemiah having secured public support, the rebuilding work started under his 

leadership. When the enemies of Judah head that the Jews were rebuilding the wall of 

Jerusalem, they were not happy. They tried in diverse ways to frustrate them. Sanballat 

the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite and Geshem the Arab despised the Jews and tried 

to frighten them by stating that their rebuilding work could be interpreted to the king 

of Persia as a sign of rebellion. However, Nehemiah, as an able leader, was not 

discouraged. Sanballant, in the presence of his people and of the army of Samaria, 

ridiculed the Jews by describing them as feeble-minded people who engaged 

themselves in an impossible task. Tobiah the ammonites also taunted the Jews, saying 

that the wall they were rebuilding was so fragile that if a fox would go on it, it would 

crumble. At this point Nehemiah took the enemies’ ridicule to God and asked them to 

avenge their enemies and make them suffer invasion and captivity. He stated that by 

taunting the Jews, the enemies were ridiculing Him (GOD) indirectly. 

Again, the enemies of Judah, including Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites, 

and the Ashdodites, planned secretly to attack the Jews at work, from different sides, 

to cause confusion. When Nehemiah knew of the plot, he played to God and mounted 

a protective guard against their enemies, day and night. At a point in time, Judah, one 

of the workers, complained that the strength of the workers was fulfilling and the work 

still appeared enormous. Judah also reported to Nehemiah that the plan of the enemies 
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to attack the people from different sides also contribute to the weakening of the strength 

of the workers. In response to this and to make sure that the work was unhindered, 

Nehemiah first asked the workers to bring their families into Jerusalem, in order to be 

assured of their safety. He also got the workers armed. He told them that a trumpet was 

to be used to alert them and bring them to a particular point, in the event of any sudden 

attack of the enemies from any side 

The adversaries were eventually frustrated and the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt, 

under the divine inspiration and concerned leadership of Nehemiah. 

Lessons/virtues that can be learnt from Nehemiah’s prayer when he received the 

news of about the state of the affairs in Jerusalem. 

a. Nehemiah was a man of prayer. 

b. A prayerful life is necessary for success in every situation. He was conscious of 

the nation’s wrong doings; so he confessed to God. 

c. There is need for a nation to confess their sins. 

d. We should always intercede for our nation. 

e. It is important to have faith in God. 

f. There is need for national repentance. 

Significant points from Nehemiah’s role. 

a. Nehemiah was patriotic, it pays to be patriotic. 

b. Nehemiah motivated his people into action. 

c. He had the courage to approach the king of Persia for help for his nation. This 

is good to emulate. 

d. He did not lose hope in his effort despite of the oppositions around him. 

Effects of war on a nation 

i. Famine. 

ii. Loss of life and property. 

iii. Disunity/disorderliness/unrest. 

iv. Underdevelopment. 

v. Enmity. 

vi. Death/destruction of lives. 

vii. Calamity. 

viii. Bitterness. 

                     Lessons 

• God controls the history of nations. He determines their fall and rise. 

• God can make a nation fall or experience disaster as a result of disobedience to him. 

• Sometimes God uses concerned and honest individuals to restore things in a nation. 
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• In the face of opposition, one needs divine wisdom, guidance and protect to achieve 

positive end. 

6th WEEK 

FAITH IN GOD 

THE COMMAND TO WORSHIP KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S IMAGE (DANIEL 

3:1-9) 

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon made an image of gold, which he set up in the plain of Dura 

in the province of Babylon. He assembled all the principal officers of the province for the 

dedication ceremony of the image. In order to ensure a successful ceremony, Nebuchadnezzar 

ordered the people, regardless of language or nationality, to fall down and worship the image 

as soon as they hear the sounds of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp and all kinds of musical 

instruments during the ceremony. Nebuchadnezzar clearly stated that the punishment for 

flouting the order was that the offender would be thrown into the burning fiery furnace. The 

people in his domain, irrespective of nation or language, complied with the provision of the 

king’s decree by worshiping the image. However, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did not 

obey the order. 

The report against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 3:10-12) 

The Chaldeans went to the king and reminded him of the content of his decree regarding 

worship. Then they maliciously reported to the king that certain Jews, Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, who were at that time, officers appointed over the affairs of Babylon, neither 

obeyed the king, nor served his gods, nor worshiped the image set up by him. 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego before king Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 3:13-18) 

Because of the report against Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, Nebuchadnezzar angrily 

ordered that the three faithful servants of God be brought before him. Nebuchadnezzar inquired 

of the truth of the allegation against them say ‘is it true that , O Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, that you did not serve my gods and worshiped the golden image which I have set 

up?’ Nebuchadnezzar promised to set them free if they were ready to worship the image which 

he had set up. He made it clear that failure to comply would mean facing the harsh punishment 

designed for such offenders. I.E being cast into the fiery furnace. He went on to wonder which 

god could deliver them. 

In reaction to this, the three faithful servants of God, openly refused to worship the image of 

serve the king’s gods. They said, ‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this 

matter. They said that their God, whom they served, would deliver them from the burning 

furnace and from him, the king.  

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego cast into the fiery furnace (Daniel 3:19-23) 
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The response of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego greatly angered Nebuchadnezzar, he 

ordered that the fiery furnace be heated seven times more before. Following the king’s order, 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were bound by mighty men of the king’s army and cast into 

the overheated burning fiery furnace. The heat of the furnace killed the men who casted them 

into it. 

Nebuchadnezzar recognizes the supremacy of God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

(Daniel 3:24-28) 

King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished when he saw four men walking in the midst of the 

burning fiery furnace, unhurt. To him, the appearance of the fourth man looked like a son of 

the gods. Nebuchadnezzar came near the burning fiery furnace and called ‘Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego, servants of the most High God, come forth, come out here! When they came 

out, the officers of the province inspected them and discovered that the fire had no effect on 

them. King Nebuchadnezzar then prayed to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 

saying, ‘Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who had sent his angels and 

delivered his servants who trusted in Him’. 

Nebuchadnezzar makes a new decree (Daniel 3:29-30) 

Nebuchadnezzar recognized the supremacy and power of God of Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, he promulgated a new decree which made it unlawful for any people, nation or 

language to speak against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. That offenders would 

be torn to pieces and their houses destroyed. According to Nebuchadnezzar, there was no other 

god capable of deliverance as God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Nebuchadnezzar then 

promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 

The significance of the religious persecution suffered by Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego 

1) The men had courage by their action. 

2) The unshaken trust, faith and confidence of the three men in the God they served were 

demonstrated. 

3) They did not doubt in their belief that God would deliver them from king 

Nebuchadnezzar. 

Examples of cultural practices which are contrary to Christian faith in our society or Anti-

Cristian practices 

1) Worship of idol. 

2) Some traditional festivals. 

3) Polygamy. 

4) Female circumcision/female genital mutilation. 

5) Offering sacrifices and rituals/pouring libation. 

6) Secret cult. 
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7) Corruption and fraud. 

8th WEEK 

FAITH IN GOD CONTD. 

A DECREE TO WORSHIP THE KING. 

Daniel appointed one of the presidents in Babylon and hated by the other officers of the 

province (Daniel 6:1-5) 

Daniel was one of the three presidents appointed by Darius, king of Babylon, to oversee the 

activities of the one hundred and twenty satraps appointed by the king throughout the kingdom. 

The satraps were accountable to the president Daniel became more popular in the kingdom 

than the other presidents and satraps, because he was filled with an excellent spirit. So the king 

planned to set him over the whole kingdom. The other officers became jealous of Daniel, hated 

him and sought ways of bringing him into dispute before the kings so as to bring his downfall. 

When they could not found the ground to bring about his downfall, they resolved to use his 

religion to establish an offence against him before the king. 

King Darius makes a new law of worship (Daniel 6:6-9) 

The other two presidents and the officers in the land, went to the king, requesting him to 

establish a law which would make it an offence to pray to any other go other than the king, for 

a period of thirty days. Anyone who disobeyed the king was to be thrown into the den of lions. 

They also requested the king to make the law, not subject to change, in accordance with the 

law of Medes and Persians. King Darius signed the document according to their request. 

Daniel expresses his faith in God (Daniel 6:10-15) 

When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house in his upper 

chamber that opened towards Jerusalem and prayed three times a day before his God. The men 

who wanted to trap Daniel, came and found Daniel praying, they reported him to the king and 

reminded the king that his law concerning worship was not subject to change or modification, 

this means that the punishment must be strictly inflicted on the offender. 

Daniel cast into the den (Daniel 6:11-18) 

King Darius was reluctant to inflict the harsh punishment of the law on Daniel, but following 

the persuasion of the other officers of the land, particularly those who hated Daniel apply the 

law accordingly, the king ordered that Daniel be cast into the den of lions. However, the king 

said to Daniel, may your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you.’ The king went home, 

fasted, and was without sleep due to his displeasure over what had befallen Daniel. 

The power of God manifested 



BUBENDORFF MEMORIAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL, ADAZI-NNUKWU 

 

BMGS – Greatness Through Hardwork 

The next day, the king quickly went to the den of lions. When he came near the den, he cried 

with a loud voice, saying, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve 

continually, been able to deliver you from the lions. Daniel greeted the king and told him that 

the lord sent his angel to shut the mouth of the lions, because he was blameless before Him 

and before the king. The king was extremely happy. Daniel was taken out of the lion’s den. 

The king ordered that the accusers of Daniel be thrown into the den of lions. The bible records 

that before the accusers of Daniel reached the bottom of the den, the lions broke their bones 

into pieces. 

The new decree of Darius concerning the worship of God of Daniel (Daniel6:25-28) 

King Darius passed a decree directing all men in his dominion to worship the God of Daniel, 

the living God, who rescues works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, whose kingdom 

shall never be destroyed and whose dominion shall be to the end. 

Suggestions to present-day priest who face opposition in his work of evangelization 

1) To embark on prayer and fasting for God’s spiritual support and strengthening. 

2) The priest(s) should continue to grow in faith. 

3) If opposition borders on threat to his life, he should appeal to the authorities in the 

land. 

4) Priests are to maintain personal and moral integrity. 

Lessons from this episode. 

✓ Daniel had faith and courage in God. This made him to be steadfast in his obedience 

to Him. 

✓ Those who prove to be enemies of God or enemies of those who serve Him will never 

go unpunished; just as the transgressors fell into the pit they dig for Daniel. 

✓ Loyalty to the ruling authority should not obstruct our total submission to God. 

✓ One with God is majority. 

✓ Absolute faith in God attracts His intervention in our lives and situation. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


