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SUBJECT: CRS 

CLASS: SS1 

DURATION: WEEK FOUR - NINE 

CHRISTIAN LIVING IN THE COMMUNUTY 

Christian religion demands practical manifestation of the teachings of Jesus in the daily lives 

of the believers. This will not only promote the spread of the gospel, but will also promote 

positive interpersonal relationship among Christians and between Christians and non-

Christians. 

Christian living among non-Christians (1pt.2:9 – 25,1pt.4:1 – 19). 

I. Submission to the civil authorities (1pt 2:9 – 19) 

Peter described Christians as a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 

own people, who are called out of darkness into the marvelous light of God, and who 

have received His mercy. 

As God’s own people in the midst of the Gentiles, Peter advised them to maintain good 

conduct, so that those who might speak against them could see their good deeds, and 

glorify God in the end. They were to be subject to every human institution such as the 

emperor, or governors, since such authorities exist to punish the wrong doers, and to 

praise those who do right. They were to honour all men, love the brotherhood, fear 

God and honour the emperor. 

II. Service and attitude to suffering (1pt: 2:18 – 25) 

Peter advised the servants to be submissive to their masters in all respects, not only 

the kind and gentle ones, but even the difficult ones. According to Peter, there is no 

gain in suffering for an offence one has committed, but one is approved by God when 

one suffers patiently for a right done. 

The suffering of Jesus Christ is an example which should be emulated. Christ 

committed no sin and uttered no evil words. When He was reviled, He did not revile 

in return, and when He suffered, He did not threaten, but trusted in God who judges 

righty. The same Jesus bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might be free 

from sins and live in righteousness. 

III. Christians to live exemplary lives (1pt : 4: 1 – 11) 

The Christian in dispersion were advised by Peter to live above the sinful and worldly 

lives of the Gentiles, by abstaining from such sins as licentiousness, passions, 

drunkenness, reveling, carousing, lawlessness and idolatry. Those who indulge in 

such acts of sinfulness must give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and 

the dead. 

The Christians are to love one another, since love covers multitude of sins. They 

should practice hospitality without complaining to one another. All gifts or talents 

should be used for the benefit of one another, so that God may be glorified through 

Jesus Christ.  
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SIGNIFICANCE/MORAL LESSONS  

• Christians a royal priesthood. 

• Christians should imitate Christian in lives. 

• Submission to instituted authority attract God’s blessing. 

WEEK FIVE AND SIX 

CHRISTIAN LIVING IN THE COMMUNITY CONT. 

Interpersonal relationships among Christians. (1pt:5:1 – 11) 

The Christian elders were made to understand their position and role in the church of Jesus 

Christ. It was their duty to tend the flock of God under their change. They should do this 

eagerly, willingly and selflessly, not for shameful gain, not by a domineering attitude towards 

those under them, but through exemplary lives. This means that as the shepherd of the flock. 

The elders should provide spiritual guidance for the younger ones, tend and direct them, so 

as to overcome the evils of the society. The elders should emulate Christ who is the chief 

shepherd, so that they might obtain the unfading crown of glory when the chief shepherd 

would be made manifest. 

In the same way, the younger ones were advised to be subject to the elders and humble 

towards one another, for God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the advice of the elders, 

respect them and see them as their spiritual model. 

 

General Advice to the Church in Dispersion (1pt 5:6-11) 

 As a mark of practical Christianity, the Christians in the midst of the gentiles were 

advised to humble themselves under the mighty hand of God, so that they might be exalted. 

They should cast all their anxieties in god who cares about them. They should resist the devil 

and be firm in their faith. They were to expect sufferings, which would be brief but the God 

of grace who called them to eternal glory in Christ, would not only restore and establish 

them, but would strengthen them. 

Teaching on love of Enemy (Mtt 5: 38-48) 

You have heard that it was said, “Love your friends, hate your enemies. But now I tell you; 

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may become the 

children of your father in heaven. For he makes his sun to shine on bad and good people alike, 

and gives rain to those who do evil. Why should God reward you if you love only the people 

who love you? Even the tax collectors do that. And if you speak only to your friends, have you 

done anything out of ordinary? Even the pagans do that. You must be perfect just as your 
father in heaven is perfect.  
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Week Eight 

IMPARTIALITY (James 2:1-13) 

 

Impartiality is a virtual that recognizes equality and brotherhood of men, irresponsible of 

race, social background and influence. Partiality means denying people their rights and 
privileges because of their religion, race, social background etc. 

Impartiality (James 2: 1-13) 

At a point in time in the life of the early Christian church, the poor were discriminated against 

in favour of the rich. This made James write a serious warning against impartiality. He 

advised Christians not to be partial in their dealings with one another as much as they held 

fast their faith in Jesus Christ the Lord of glory. Condemning partial attitude among 

Christians, he said: 

“For if a man with gold rings and a five clothing comes into your assembly and a poor man in 

shabby clothing also comes in, and you pay attentive to the one who wears fine clothing and 

said “Have a seat here, please”. While you say to the poor man ‘sit at my feet’, have you not 
made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thought?’ 

There is need to discourage partiality or favouritism among Christians, for the following 
reasons: 

1. God is not partial; 

2. Everybody is equal before Him;  

3. The physically rich might not be rich in the sight of God. So, when we judge according 

to the world class, or social status and influence, we judge wrongly and exalt the rich 

and evil doers who (a) oppress the Christians (b) Drag them to court, and (c) 

blaspheme the honorable name of Jesus. 
4. The children of faith are rich in the sight of God and are heirs of the Kingdom.  

Christians are rather expected to live a life free of partiality by obeying the royal law which 

according to the scripture is that we should love our neighbor as we love ourselves, showing 

favouritism is a sin end a transgression of the law. Ut means that whoever does must be 
convicted. 

Christians should act like those who are under grace, and the law of liberty, which liberated 

us from sin and the ceremonial law. Christians must not be partial, but rather show mercy, 

for those who do not show mercy will be judged strictly by the law. Judgement by the law is 

without mercy, as it written, “For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has 
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become guilty of it all, for he who said, ‘Do not commit adultery’ also said, ’Do not kill’, If you 

do not commit adultery but do kill, you have become a transgressor of the law.  

In conclusion, he urged Christians not be partial, but to appreciate God’s mercy by showing 

mercy, so that they would be judged with mercy, for ‘mercy triumphs judgement’. In other 

words, mercy influences judgement. 

 

Significance/Moral lessons 

1. Priest should avoid any form of partiality in their churches. 

2. The position of a man before God is dependent on his faith in God. 

3. Love for one another should be the guiding principle. 

4. Impartiality should be practiced by every Christians 

5. Everybody is equal before God. 

Week Nine 

The Resurrection of Jesus and second coming of Jesus 

During the early ministry of Jesus. He told His disciples that He would be crucified and 

buried, but would rise on the third day. This revelation was fulfilled as Jesus had said, for he 

rose from the grave on the third day after His crucifixion. As a proof of His resurrection, 

which included the great commission. He further directed them to remain in Jerusalem until 
they received the holy spirit. He finally ascended into heaven. 

 

The Synoptic Accounting the Resurrection (Mtt 28: 1-8) 

In the early morning of the first day of the week, ( i.e. on the Sunday after Jesus was crucified 

on Friday) Mary Magdalene and other Mary went to see the Sepulchre, the tomb in which 

Jesus was buried. There was a great earthquake, because an angel of the Lord descended 

from heaven, rolled away the stone and sat upon it. He appearance of the angel was the 

lightening and his garment as white as snow. This created great fear in the guards. 

The angel said to the woman ‘Do not be afraid; for I know that you seek Jesus who was 

crucified. He is not here; for he has risen, as he said. The angel further invited the women to 

come and see where He was laid. The angel finally directed the women to go quickly and tell 

His disciples that He was risen from the dead and to further information that Jesus was going 
before them to Galilee where they would see Him.  

 

Mark’s Account of the Resurrection (Mk 16: 1-8) 
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After the sabbath following the day Jesus was crucified, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother 

of James and Salone brought spices in order that they might anoint Jesus in the tomb. They 

went to the tomb, during sunset, on Sunday morning, the first day of the week. They 

wondered who would help them roll away the stone covering the tomb of Jesus. On arrival 
they found that the large stone had been rolled back. 

On getting to the tomb, the women were amazed to see a young man dressed in a white clot, 

sitting on the right side of the tomb. He told them that Jesus was not there but had risen. The 

angel also showed them where Jesus was laid and directed them to go and inform His 
disciples and Peter that they would see Jesus in Galilee, as He had earlier told them.  

Luke’s Account of the Resurrection (Lk 24:1-11) 

On the first day of the week, the women who had followed Jesus from Galilee took the spices 

which they had prepared and went to the tomb of Jesus in order to anoint His body. However, 

on getting to the tomb, they had prepared and went to the tomb of Jesus in order to anoint 

His body. However, on getting to the tomb, they found the stone rolled away and nothing in 
the tomb. 

While the women were astonished by what they saw, two men stood by them in dazzling, 

apparel. As the women were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men spoke 

to them saying. ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead?’ The men reminded them of 

Jesus earlier revelation about His crucifixion and resurrection. The women remembered His 

words and as they returned from the tomb, they told what had happened to the eleven 

apostles and to the others. The women who went to the tomb and who brought the news of 

the resurrection were Mary Magdalene, Salone, Mary the mother of James and others. The 

apostles received the news of the resurrection of Jesus, as presented by the women, with 

doubt.  

Women and the activities of Resurrection (Mtt) 

Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Salone played a prominent role in the 

resurrection story of Jesus Christ. 

1. They had first hand information of what actually happened  

2. They were the first to see the empty tomb. 

3. They were first to know the Jesus is risen. 

4. They were the people that spread the news of resurrection to the apostles and to 

other people. 

 

 

  

 


